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Kathryn Ries - NOAA Federal <kathryn.ries@noaa.gov>

RE: RNLN Disaster Relief planning for Bahamas
1 message

LL.Dorst@mindef.nl <LL.Dorst@mindef.nl> Fri, Sep 6, 2019 at 5:30 AM
To: Tim.Lowe@ukho.gov.uk, kathryn.ries@noaa.gov
Cc: Chris.Thorne@ukho.gov.uk, M.Corveleijn.01@mindef.nl, MCJ.vd.Donck@mindef.nl, WA.Barten@mindef.nl, alberto.neves@iho.int, machc.chair@noaa.gov

Dear Katie,

It has been decided that RNLN will be offering assistance with both platforms JWIT and SNEL. The offer has been covered by various media in the Caribbean. The
news message here under from a Sint Maarten newspaper, for instance, contains many details. Please let Toine and me know if anyone requires further details. I
trust that the hydrographic efforts of NL and US and UK will amplify each other. If there are any concerns to that end, please get in touch asap.

Best regards,

Leendert

THE HAGUE–The planned large emergency assistance exercise named Caribbean Coast of Dutch Defence and other

Dutch Kingdom authorities has been called off to allow for a real-life operation to assist the hurricane-hit Bahamas.

  The Dutch Defence Ministry announced in a press release on Thursday that the Dutch Kingdom would be providing

emergency assistance in the Bahamas. Dutch Navy ships HMS Johan de Witt and HMS Snellius, currently in St. Maarten,

will leave for the Bahamas in the coming days after the humanitarian goods have been loaded.

  The request for assistance came from the Bahamas via the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency

(CDEMA). The Dutch Navy ships were already in the Caribbean for the Caribbean Coast exercise, which was originally to

take place in Curaçao, Bonaire, St. Maarten, St. Eustatius and Saba from September 9 to 19.
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  It is expected that the two Navy ships will be leaving St. Maarten within a few days and will be on location in the

Bahamas by September 11. The exact content of the emergency aid is currently being worked out by Dutch Defence and

CDEMA. The emergency assistance is being financed from the budget that Minister of Foreign Trade and Development

Cooperation, Sigrid Kaag has made available.

  HMS Johan de Witt is an amphibian transport ship that serves as a harbour, airport and storage area in one. It has a

large deck for vehicles and relief goods and medical personnel of the Marines, while the ship has an interior dock from

which ships can enter and leave.

  On board HMS Johan de Witt are two Cougar helicopters, a Marines unit with two Fast Raiding Interception and Special

Forces Craft (FRISC) boats and four landing vessels, members of the military Genie unit, a Marine unit specialised in

civil-military actions and two specialised diving teams. HMS Snellius is a hydrographic utilisation vessel with advanced

sonar equipment that can chart the seabed and coastal areas under water.

  Originally, the Windward Islands were to take part in the Caribbean Coast exercise organised by Dutch Defence with

the participation of more than 700 military personnel of the Navy, Marines and Air Force, and four ships. The exercise

has been cancelled and will take place at a later date.

  In a reaction, Saba Island Governor Jonathan Johnson said he was glad to learn that Dutch Defence was going to the

Bahamas instead, where emergency assistance is direly needed. “The focus needs to be on the Bahamas,” he stated.

  Category 5 Hurricane Dorian has had a devastating effect on the Bahamas and has caused at least 20 deaths.

According to the Red Cross, at least 13,000 homes were destroyed or heavily damaged. An estimated 76,000 people are

in need of assistance.

Source: The Daily Herald https://www.thedailyherald.sx/islands/90638-dutch-navy-headed-for-the-bahamas-to-assist
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